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ABSTRACT

An attempt is made in this paper to look at thetnagal of White women characters in Harriet A. J&o
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written byrdelf(1861) Harriet E. Wilson’sOur Nig (1859) and Harriet Beecher
Stowe’sUncle Tom’s Cabil852). This study takes for analysis three Whitengn characters each from the two Black
women’s works namely, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Bruce and sMEmily Flint from Incidents Mrs. Bellmont, Aunt Abby,
and Mary fromOur Nig, and four White women characters, namely, Mrs.liBheMarie, Miss Ophelia and Evangeline
from Uncle Tom’s CabinThis paper argues that in spite of the fact thaheof these three texts presents different pisture
of the nature and character of White women, thejtizer show a picture of the position of White wanie 19" century

American society.
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INTRODUCTION

Generally, when we look at African American writiand fiction related to African Americans, we tetod
concentrate on the representation of African Anaaric in them. But this paper makes an attempt td ko the
representation of whites in an African Americanohingraphical writing, African American fiction arah American
novel in which the protagonist is Black. Moreovéiis paper analyses the representation of white evoim them.
As the three texts, Harriet A. Jacolbstidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written byrdelf(1861) Harriet E. Wilson’s
Our Nig (1859) and Harriet Beecher Stow&lacle Tom’s Cabir§1852), show, White women are marginalized in Aiceeri
in the sense that they have little role to playétision making. For instance, when Mr. Shelbyimcle Tom's Cabin
decides to sell Tom and Harry, he does not distussnatter with his wife. Instead, he takes hisiaecision. Moreover,
he does not disclose this matter to his wife wftg asks him about it: “By the by, Arthur, who what low-bred fellow
that you lugged in our dinner-table today?” (Std3lg. It also clearly indicates that Mr. Shelby Imas even introduced
Haley to Mrs. Shelby. This episode precisely makasther point: The demarcation between a publieigphnd a private
sphere is very thick and strong. The public spleexclusively meant for White men, where womenraksupposed to
enter. Yet, Mrs. Shelby works wonderfully in heloaled private space and demonstrates her “poweemdéhe helps
Eliza, as much as she can, by deliberately delayingHaley’s lunch. That gives Eliza enough timeetscape with her
child, Harry. And inincidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written bendelf even though Mrs. Flint has a “say” in the
family affairs, the final decision is usually takdry Dr. Flint. Then, inOur Nig Mr. Bellmont’s decision is final.

For instance, when the Bellmonts discuss Fradalsatibn, “[at] last Mr. Bellmont declared decisiy¢hat she should go
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to school. He was a man who seldom decided consmgat home. The word once spoken admitted ohppeal”
(Wilson 30-31).

The White women know their position in their sogiat general and family in particular, and are Sfad with
their position in the private sphere. They are awartheir legal rights too. For instance, MarigssdYou see, | brought
my own property and servants into the connectidmerwi married St Clare, and | am legally entitledrianage them my
own way” (Stowe 161). But she does not challengehlnsband. Even after St. Clare’s death, even thehg shows her

selfishness, Marie communicates with St. Claretth®r before she determines to sell the place Hiigkeaservants.

As these “texts” suggest the condition of White veonin the South of America is similar to that of thkomen in
the North. For instance, Mrs. Bellmont is knownh®yr husband’s name, and it seems that the vergalutf the society
is that of White men. For instance @ur Nig the society treats Mag Smith as a “fallen woméMag’'s new home was
soon contaminated by the publicity of her fall; $tael a feeling of degradation oppressing her” (8Vilg). It suggests that

the morality of the society is that of the Whiterme

Even when Mrs. Bellmont controls, ill-treats andygially harasses Frado, the entire issue comesruie
domestic—private sphere. She does not punish Fraditr. Bellmont’s or her sons’ presence. Yet heovgr politics”
is something which is very interesting to look @e argues only when she is certain that she will 8he uses both her
roles as wife and mother, to maintain her “powaerthe family.

Quite surprisingly, even though White women areaspowerful as White men in".@entury American society,
many of the White women, as the texts demonstcatepensate their “marginalized” position by showargl imposing
their power on Blacks. For example, Mrs. Flinimeidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written berdelf She is jealous,
envious and always taunts her servants, and astenpys the visual pleasure of watching her seésvhaing whipped:
“[...] she could sit in her easy chair and see a woméipped, till the blood trickled from every stmlof the lash”
(Jacobs 12)

Then inOur Nig we see Mrs. Bellmont who ill-treats Frado and gl harasses her: “[...] Mrs. Bellmont,
enraged, approached her, and kicked her so foratbtp throw her upon the floor. Before she coidd, ranother foiled the
attempt, and then followed kick after kick in quiskiccession and power, till she reached the dottitson 43-44).
This kind of a cruel treatment is a shocking swffor us, for we know that slavery is not legglgrmitted in the North.
Frado has to do all sorts of work in the households indicates that in practice Frado virtuallyel a life of a slave girl

in North of America.

Similarly, Marie inUncle Tom’s Cabirshows her potential for cruelty. She does not liksee anybody treating
Blacks with human consideration. This is the onlgljfem she has with her daughter Evangeline. Maattitude towards
Blacks is clear when she says, “Now, there’s no wéh servants,[...] but tgout them downand keep them down”
(Stowe 160). She, despite Miss Ophelia’s appealisé&osa to the whipping house to get her beatemntgrestingly,
in connection with this incident, we can suspedét thlarie is jealous. She says, “I mean to shame thet is just
what | want, she has all her life presented ondedicacy, and her good looks, and her lady liks,dill she forgets who
she is, and I'll give her one lesson that will lgrihner down!, | fancy!” (Stowe 298). This also inalies that the White

mistress does not like to see the Blacks look lifehand behave like “ladies.”
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Mrs. Bellmont inOur Nig also has a similar kind of temperament and belavieor example, we are told that
when Jack comes home with his wife Jenny, Mrs.rBefit “wished to make her feel her inferiority; [.she watched her
incessantly, to catch at some act of Jenny’'s whgbht be construed into conjugal unfaithfulness”il@ah 113).

But Mrs. Bellmont is not only jealous and egoidtid also materialistic.

Another similarity between Mrs. Bellmont and Maigethat both of them use their complaints and temrs
“weapons”. An example fror®ur Nigis as follows: “Oh dear! | did not think it wouttme to this; that my own husband

would treat me so. Then came fast flowing tearsilgov 47).

Just like this, inUncle Tom’'s Cabin when Miss Ophelia reminds Marie of Evangeline’sshw and
St. Clare’s promise to Free Tom, Marie respondsvetigbody goes against me! Everybody is so incomatde
And she sobbed and gasped for breath and calledniatm open the window” (Stowe 301). Marie “had adédfinite
capacity of hysterical fits; and after this, wheaekier husband’s or Eva’s wishes with regard tuasds were alluded to,
she always found it convenient to set one in opmraiStowe 302). However, we may feel that Masgenit as bad as
Mrs. Bellmont in the sense that Marie herself doetsinflict any physical harassment like Mrs. Bedimh. Another thing is
that Marie is habituated: she is the only daugbfex plantation owner who has many slaves. Sheiis and brought up
under such a system. But Mrs. Bellmont's behavieweals that if she is “genuinely bad and evil,isitnot the social

system that makes her behave in such a way, insteéadher “instinct”.

Nevertheless, we see in the three texts White ferlafracters who are virtually good and considemmtards
Black slaves. For instance, Mrs. Shelbydncle Tom’s CabinEven though she is also a part of the institugbelavery,
she does not misuse her position and ill-treatshevants. It is quite clear when we see that skhasked by her decision
to sell Tom Loker and Harry. She tries her begirevent her husband from committing such an acteldeer, when she
knows that she cannot do anything to “undo” thedeation, she does her best to delay Haley’s sdardliza and Harry,
and she rejoices when she realizes that Eliza ardythave escaped. The magnanimity, generositynafhdity of her
mind are revealed when she vows to Tom that sheraide money to redeem him. She even tells hebdndthat she is
ready to work for such a cause. Her staunch Canidtielief and sound morality are remarkable, yemag suspect that
Harriet Beecher Stowe created such a charactdmoww the world that slavery as such is not altogeghthad” thing or an
“evil” when the slave owners are kind, and true riSians”; slavery becomes a heinous practice avitgn the slave
owners are cruel, inhuman and “unchristian” as ®irhegree. On the other hand, we may think that ietaBeecher
Stowe tries to show the world that Christian momatsl principles and true practice of Christianitg a remedy for the

evil side of slavery.

However, we see good and kind White women in Blaciters’ works as well. For example, Mrs. Bruce an
English woman, inncidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written berself She is a kind and gentle mistress. She does her

best to protect Linda. And we see that Mr. Brusgsond wife, Mrs. Bruce, is from the South. Shessay

I am very well aware of it [English slave law];ig imprisonment and one thousand dollars fine.
Shame on my country that it is so!. | am readynitur the penalty. | will go to the state’s prison,

rather than have any poor victim torn from my housée carried back to slavery. (Jacobs 194)

This shows Mrs. Bruce’s courage, nobility, andagn for Linda. Moreover, it is Mrs. Bruce who paithney

for Linda’s freedom. And iOur Nig we have Aunt Abby, who consoles Frado wheneversperiences pain and suffers
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brutality from Mrs. Bellmont and helps her in mamgays. Then again, we see Miss. Ophelia, a Northady in
Uncle Tom’s CabinShe sympathizes with Blacks. She talks about theahresponsibility of Whites, and the need for
educating the slaves. Since she is from New Engsamte, she is supposed to be against slavery r@jadfres. Yet, her
prejudice against Blacks in her heart of hearteeigaled when St. Clare asks her to take care afealucate Topsy.
She does not even touch Topsy once in the inii@@es. She says, “| have always had a prejudidestddegroes, and it's
a fact, | never could bear to have that child tooeh but | didn't think she knew it” (Stowe 262) dffirms the fact that
even though some White people are against slaay,they sympathise with Blacks and talk in favotithe Black
community, White people never consider Blacks eqlraltheir heart of hearts they do have a dislike Blacks.

If we take this into consideration, we may suspies. Shelby. We may want to question why she cheamgy

“light skinned” maids and house servants for hardetold work.

But, it does not mean that these White women chenrg@re bad. Their friendly behaviour may perhiapsa
product of so many other factors. One of the infies is, of course, that of religion. For exampie, may feel
Mrs. Shelby is considerate to her servants/slaweeause of her morality and strong “Christian” Heligunt Abby is
friendly, sympathetic and helpful to Frado, oncader starts attending Mass and readingBiide. Mrs. Bruce helps Linda
out of her generosity and human concern. Whatédercauses may be, these good White women charaemsmsnstrate
the fact that even in such a crooked and evil sysiéslavery and of forced labour, there are peaygie are genuinely
good and concerned about those people whom thetgoexploits, considers inhuman or subhuman, “uhzéd” and
“uncultured”. Even though such good White womenrabters in these narratives and novel do not worthé public
sphere, they do, whatever they can, in the limggdate sphere to help and console Blacks in tHisiress and trouble.

This may be considered the victory of humanity eonscience.

We have Mary, Evangeline and Miss. Emily Flint apresenting the next generation of White women. tBeit
three “representatives” of the “younger generatistrike different notes. We see Mary as “Little MiBellmont”.

e

She seems to have inherited all of her mother'#™eaature from her mother. She is cruel and ra@te is ashamed to be
seen “walking with a nigger”. She tells lies, and temes, she behaves like an uncultured person. iksance,
one of Mary’s deeds is described in this way: “Saumpudent nigger, you! Is this the way you an®vénd taking a
large carving knife from the table, she hurlednither rage, at the defenseless girl” (Wilson @4jother way of looking at
this is to consider her behavior as a sign of baeding. But it is the same Mrs. Bellmont who fosteAnny as well.
However, it is true that Anny does not have muclotonal attachment to her mother. Mary seems te fmvinstinctive
hatred, animosity and malice towards “Blacks”. Buthe case of Miss. Emily Flint, even though shea iproduct of the
South and she enjoys economic benefits from thetipeaof slavery, and she legally possesses a,dlavda, she does not
have any malice towards Linda. It is suggestedhértarrative that Miss. Emily Flint decides to t5¢inda because of

her economic condition. She still believes thad her legal right to do so.

Unlike such realistic pictures, we have, incle Tom’s Cabin Evangelin. Even though she is a child,
she is unusually mature and surprisingly sensibieh&ér age. She influences and inspires others.aeignaintance with
others makes positive changes in them. She sowsettek of goodness in them. However, her behavitbsgems, is not a
product of her experience; rather, it is quite geauand is an “instinct”. It is a kind of divine ggence. For Tom,
Eva is a living embodiment of Christ. But we kndvat even her “last wish” is not fulfilled. Finallwhile considering the

portrayal of White women characters by a White wonfrmm the North, a free Black woman from the Noatid a
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fugitive slave woman form the South, we may consttie differences in their portrayal and may wonaethe intention
of the authors.

CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, | would say when we look at the poyal of White women characters in Harriet A. Jatob
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written byrdelf(1861) Harriet E. Wilson’sOur Nig (1859) and Harriet Beecher
Stowe’sUncle Tom’s Cabin(1852) we see that White women have little roleplay in decision making. In the 19
century America, the demarcation between a puplerse and a private sphere is very thick and strdhg public sphere
is exclusively meant for White men, where womenraresupposed to enter. Yet, White women like Mitselby inUncle
Tom’s Cabin work wonderfully well in her allowed private sgadn the select novels the White women know their
position in their society in general and family particular, and are satisfied with their positionthe private sphere.
They are aware of their legal rights too. As thtegts” suggest the condition of White women in 8&uth of America is
similar to that of the women in the North. The selexts demonstrate that even though White womemat as powerful
as White men in 19century American society, many of the White wontempensate their “marginalized” position by

showing and imposing their power on Blacks.

However, we see in the three texts some of the &Vigimale characters are virtually good and conatder
towards Black slaves. Moreover, we see good and Wihite women in Black writers’ works as well. Almuall, these
good White women characters demonstrate the fatteten in such a crooked and evil system of sjasad of forced
labour, there are people who are genuinely goodcanderned about those people whom the societypigsptonsiders
inhuman or subhuman, “uncivilized” and “uncultufeet, the three texts written by women reveal tmaid" century

America White women were marginalized though thejpyed several privileges denied to their Blackess
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